
Call of the Sea 

Chapter 5 – We left Newport at 0401, very early and very dark out.   We had planned 

to go to Coos bay, but at about 1020 that morning we decided a stop at Winchester 

Bay might be fun.  Coast Guard bar reports via VHF radio indicated that the Umpqua 

river bar, the entrance to Winchester Bay was flat and safe to pass over.   

Winchester bay was a location our 

cruising guide had said “Only go in to 

the Winchester Bay harbor in an 

emergency”.  The 3 to 6 foot waves that 

break traveling down one side of the bar 

with a narrow channel to the south for 

boats to travel can be challenging. 

Google earth is a great resource for boat 

travel. Looking at Winchester harbor 

there are many sailboats at the docks.  

So it was possible for a sailboat to enter 

the harbor.  With the flat sea reports 

from the Coast Guard for the bar, we 

decided we needed to check it out. 

When we arrived at the bar we found the conditions to be as advertised by the Coast 

Guard.  While the large breaking waves covered the north side of the bar, there was 

plenty of room to navigate into the Winchester Harbor.    

Winchester Harbor is a great place to 

stop.   Within the first few hours we 

had meant several couples and we 

made ourselves at home. 

Winchester Bay must have one of the 

longest docks in the world.  However, 

at the end of the dock we found a 

great place to have lunch.  It is a 

dumpy looking building on the 

outside, but they serve great Thai 

food inside and have great service. 

The harbor area started out to be very 

peaceful with lots of birds and sea life 



in the bay.  Then late Thursday afternoon the world 

changed.   We had stop in for the annual ATV race 

weekend.  From what the locals told us, this is one of 

the biggest ATV events on the west coast because of 

the great sand dunes behind the harbor.   Starting 

early Friday the harbor was alive with the roar of 

hundreds of ATVs up and down the streets and 

throughout the RV section.   Even the ducks were 

trying to get away from the noise. 

Pat and I thought this could be fun so we took a tour of the RV Park to see all the 

different ATVs and then caught a ride on the free bus to the sand dunes where the 

races would take place the next day.   Unfortunately we were leaving the next day. 

At the dunes there were many vendors for 

ATV apparel and cool add-ons for ATVs.  

Since we were traveling by boat, we did not 

see much to purchase, but it was 

interesting.   When we came back from the 

sand dunes we went to the end of the 

peninsula and found a place that grew, 

processed, and sold oysters.  They claimed 

to have the best oysters in Oregon so we 

had to check it out.   They could have been 

right, they were great.     

It was time to move on so we started 

checking the weather reports and determined we could probably depart for Coos Bay, 

Charleston harbor.  Since we knew the bar could be rough, regardless of the weather 

forecast, we decided to get underway at 0630, just after the Coast Guard would head 

out to check Umpqua river bar conditions. 

On August 1, we left the pier about 15 minutes after the Coast Guard left their dock.  

We proceeded slowly to the bar, while many small fishing boats were headed out full 

speed ahead.  As we approached the bar, we could see flashing lights on the Coast 

Guard vessel.  The Coast Guard was turning everyone around as the bar was to rough 

to cross.   When the Coast Guard came along side our boat, Sunnyside, they said how 

long is she?  I replied, 45 feet.  They said proceed, but be safe.  The Umpqua bar is 

closed for anything 40 feet or under. 

This is one of those times as skipper you do a lot of quick thinking.  Should we or 

should we not go?   I did not want to scare Pat, my wife and my crew as it could result 

in the end of our trip.  And yet, I have been in rough water in pitch dark conditions 

before.  I knew the wind was light and coming in from the northwest.  But, I also knew 



it was pitch black and the breaking waves were 5-10 feet.  The boat could get damaged 

and again I could lose my crew if things did not go well.  What to do?  

Remember:  ”Don’t Dream your Life, Live your Dream”1     

http://sunnyside-adventure.webs.com 
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1 Slogan from Latitudes and Attitudes magazine.   
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